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1902-1905 applications of Nonconformists to receive fair consideration from
Age49-53 ft j^y- ^th a permanent clerical majority? Meanwhile, the
demands of secondary education—the only original pretext for
legislative interference—were entirely lost sight of. It was hardly
to be wondered at that this educational revolution (introduced
incidentally on the purely " Khaki " mandate of 1900 and rammed
through Parliament under the closure) convulsed the world of Non-
conformity, brought into the field Dr. Clifford and his conscientious
objectors, and ranged against the Government thousands who had
abandoned their traditional political allegiance to vote for it in
1900. It did indeed more. It disgusted many Liberal Unionists
in Parliament, including Mr. Chamberlain, who, confining himself in
public to the statement that the matter was a highly complex one
had left in dudgeon for South Africa : while on the other hand it
harmonised the voice of the Opposition and associated on a common
platform some of its members who had seemed estranged beyond
even the outward show of comradeship.
Asquith's view of the Bill can be gathered from one or two of his
speeches at this time. Speaking at the Alexandra Palace (Nov.
1902) in company with Sir H. CampbeU-Bannerman, he held the
following language :
" I don't know the secret history of this Bill—what was its pedigree,
who are its real parents, where it first saw the light, who held it np to
the font—I do not know any of these arcana of the Legislative Chamber.
But this I do know, and this I venture to say to you, and to all fair-
minded men whom my voice can reach, that if the object of the framers
of this Bill had been to answer this question, * At how low a price, by
how small a surrender of clerical and sectarian domination can the Church
of England secure for all time to come for her schools a blank cheque
upon the rates of England and Wales ? * this Bill is the simplest and
fullest answer to that inquiry."
On the 19th of the same month, at the St. James' Hall, he said:
" To sum the matter up, they had here a Bill which absolutely upset
and revolutionised their existing system of education. It abolished the
School Boards and established in place of them a non-representative
authority. It gave to the denominational schools a complete public
endowment, which was nothing more nor less than a fresh endowment to
the Church of England. The Bill had never been submitted even in
outiine to the country, and there was strong reason to believe that the
t majority of the electors disapproved of it. That a measure like
should pass through the House of Commons under the compulsion
closure, and through the House of Lords in docile and tacit
to the Government of the day, was an outrage oft the
taditioas of the country."

